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If you think you know someone well, think again.
There is always another facet waiting to be revealed.
A new situation is usually all it takes to learn
something new about another person. Having been
in this strange situation for more than a year, I have
gotten to know the people around me better and I
would like to share some interesting insights into
what I have learnt.

Firstly, I never knew that schools or our school, AISS,
could exist online for such an extended period of
time. It is so important for schools to provide a
vibrant and rigorous online learning ecosystem.
Chelsea of Year 7 recognizes the importance of a
comprehensive curricular and co-curricular (online)
learning experience. “I realized that this school has a
lot of subjects and is very wholesome.”

Anna Kam from Year 9 Strength definitely misses the
atmosphere of physical school. “I realized my school
is cheery and loud when the students are on-site but
not when they're online.”
Clearly, we are still discovering new things about
schools in our own way. 

This situation has also revealed new things about the
teachers. I thought that the teachers would be
complaining incessantly about working and teaching
from home. To my surprise, I learned that many of
them actually enjoy conducting online lessons from
their homes. They are setting a great example by
adapting very well. The students are also learning
new things about the teachers.

Anna observes that teachers perform better online.
“My teachers are more relaxed when teaching online
because the work is easier online, assessing students’
works online is also easier.”

Ms Joyce, a parent, was amazed to learn that her
son’s Math teacher took responsibility and
apologized when the class did badly online and
promised the class to do better moving forward!

“Even though the teachers try their best, some don't
seem to understand technical difficulties from our
side,” shares Alex Cane from Year 9 Affection who
found out that teachers can be quite unforgiving when
students drop out or fail to enter the Zoom lessons due
to connectivity issues. 

Having been involved with students for around two
decades, I thought that this tech-savvy generation of
students would fit right into virtual lessons. However,
not long into the first MCO, there were already reports
by the teachers that students were unwilling to turn on
their cameras. After making it a requirement and
explaining the rationale behind showing the entire face
throughout, up to the point of writing this article, many
students are still showing only partial faces, foreheads
or the ceiling. I learnt that young people feel pressured
to have the camera focused on their faces for
prolonged periods of time and many find it exhausting.

I have also asked around to see if anyone learnt
something new about student behavior. 
“They take more initiative and are more responsible
now,” said a pleasantly surprised Teacher Mainurain.
Conversely, Teacher Syafiqah learns that while
students in the physical classroom are quick to speak
when questioned, students in an online setting are very
reluctant to unmute their microphones on Zoom. 

“They (students) are more social during lockdown. They
never fail with welcoming new students and helping
them,” expresses Anna from a student’s perspective. 
Alex echoes the same sentiments. “I find everyone
(more) helpful, we meet up a lot on discord.”
It is heartwarming to learn that students are actually
more caring and helpful online. Perhaps they find it
easier to type “Hello, can I help you?” compared to
walking up to the person to check on him or her.

Family members are now spending an unprecedented
amount of time together and I am sure parents are
already discovering new things about their children. 
A parent, Ms Ivy San, notices the change in her
daughter. “(Hayley)’s quick to adapt to online learning.
She's much "smarter" to find out stuff and do research
online now (on her own). Previously, she always asks
me for answers.”

MESSAGE FROM THE MANAGEMENTMESSAGE FROM THE MANAGEMENT
Mr Oon,
Chairman
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Hello! I am Russell Tan, the Year 9 Strength representative
in the Student Council. I joined the Student Council in Term 2
of 2020/2021. When I first joined the student council, they had
been nothing but supportive towards me. The council
members were very friendly and helped clarify many of my
questions. 

The meetings of the Student Council have been a great
experience. The meetings are extremely productive and
efficient. Members of the Student Council can say what they
think and are extremely welcoming to any ideas or opinions.

My goal for this term is to allow new students to not have to
deal with the pressure of being in a new school but instead
focus on academics and making new friends along the way. I
wish to make more casual places for new 

“I only found out yesterday that he
actually enjoys music lessons. He
plays the keyboard quite well.
Always thought he's really really
bad in music and art,” shared Ms
Elis about her son, Russell, of Year
9 Strength. 

The new situation we are
experiencing has definitely helped
us to know each other better as
we all react in ways we never
would have. I am sure at the end
of this episode, just like the end of
any team projects, we all would
have gained new insights and will
move forward Towards Better
Things!

MESSAGE FROM THEMESSAGE FROM THE
STUDENT COUNCILSTUDENT COUNCIL

Russell Tan, 
Year 9 Strength
Representative

students to talk so that people are able
to make friends more easily. Once they
have gotten more comfortable, new
students can engage in their
academics better. Hopefully this
problem can be solved and help new
students to fit in better.

This has been my experience and goal
within the student council. I am
extremely thankful that I am a
representative and I shall try my best
to help make AISS a better place.



Isabel Lai, 
President

A graduation is a significant event in everyone's
life since it represents a memorable day that
symbolises achievement and recognises the hard
work that students put into their education.

The Year 11s of Aspiration have graduated in
early June of 2021. During their final days in
Aspiration, they experienced a range of feelings;
some were distraught, while others were pleased
to be closing this chapter of their lives. The
majority of their final moments as a class were
spent online. As a result, it appeared to them that
school had finished months ago. Regardless,
many will miss their friends and the teachings
they received from teachers. They are in a state of
bliss as their high school graduation day
approaches.

It’s extremely normal for graduates to often be
frightened of going beyond their comfort zone
and into a new chapter of their lives. Many
students take well-deserved breaks after their
IGCSE examinations. Others try to earn money by
taking part-time jobs and learning to be more
independent as time passes while they try to
figure out what field they want to study in college
the following year.

Jaishree from Year 11 has had a great interest in
sea life since she was a child. She wants to be able
to follow her dream of becoming a Marine
Biologist. She has recently considered applying to
schools abroad in countries with rich marine life,
such as Australia. However, this is all dependent
on her IGCSE grades, which will be released in a
few months. 

Jeslyn has really meritable aspirations for her
future! One has to do with aviation, while the
other is about law and business. But none of
them has piqued her attention quite yet. Now
she’s hoping to find a job that will guide her on
the right path. She, too, wishes to study abroad
to develop independence and provide her with
the opportunity to travel across the world.

 
Others such as Eei Ern has not planned on what
she wants to accomplish with her life for the
time being. However, she stated, “I am going to
devote some time to learn more about myself
and my passion,” which we find very admirable. 

 
Overall, we’re really proud of our diligent
seniors since they have consistently pushed
themselves to this point and have worked
extremely hard. We sincerely wish them the
best of luck in everything they do and the best
of success in the future!  
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Rania Yasmin,
Year 9 Strength



FROM CCA TO SOCIETYFROM CCA TO SOCIETY
THE URBAN FARMING JOURNEYTHE URBAN FARMING JOURNEY

Janelle Wong,
Year 7

What do we understand from urban farming? Urban Farming is a farming
practice of growing or producing food in a city or heavily populated town.

AISS has incorporated Urban Farming into a school society where students grow
their own vegetables indoors and learn  the whole process from germination to
harvesting. It is no longer a CCA as it has joined the group of school societies that
consists of the Student Council, The Aspirant (Newsletter) and The Librarians. 

A school society means that it will be mainly run by students with teachers merely
providing guidance. Being in a society trains students to be more responsible,
hard-working and helps to build up their character too which will benefit them
later in life.

“I think having a student-leader teaching me is fine, it really doesn't feel any
different from a regular teacher teaching. Of course it’s a little bit more fun with a
student-leader teaching us but can be a bit stricter at times.” 
-Isaac from year 7

“Having an older student from my school teaching me is not bad, it’s kind of more
fun to me and I think that we can be ourselves. To be honest, I don't really mind
whether a teacher or a student is teaching me.”
-Kalista from year 7 



YEAR 9 SUBJECTYEAR 9 SUBJECT
SELECTION TALKSELECTION TALK

On Saturday June 5th, a talk was held from 9
am to 5 pm for the Year 9 students to
discuss subjects selection for Year 10. The
purpose of the talk was to help students
choose the right elective subjects for the
IGCSE examinations. 

This would allow students to understand
more about the subjects and gain a general
idea of each one especially for the subjects
that are not offered in Year 9 such as
Additional Maths, Accounting, Economics
and Literature. There were 30 minute
sessions for each subject where the teacher
explained the common difficulties and
mistakes made by students in the previous
years and talked students through the past
year IGCSE papers to show the format and
the types of questions that will be asked.

After each session, there was a Q and A
opened to the students and teachers. The
subject selection is a very crucial decision as
it plays a role in the courses that the
students will choose when they enter
tertiary education. The talk discussed topics
such as the different subject groups, the
Cambridge International Certificate in 

Education (ICE), the recommended
subjects for typical courses and more. 

At the end of the talk, students would
have a better expectation of each
subject and an idea of the different
subjects to choose for the IGCSE exams.
As for the Year 9 students, to select your
subjects for next year, there is a form
that can be found in School2me in the
notifications entitled Year 9-10 subjects
selection form to be filled up by the 31st
of July.

Rania Yasmin,
Year 9 Strength



BIRTHDAYS INBIRTHDAYS IN
JULY!JULY!
On behalf of the Editorial Team, we

wish all in July a very Happy Birthday!

Izabelle Cheah Lindsell                               07-July
Harshad Edle Christopher                          07-July
Goh Jia Jun                                                  09-July
Yap Xiao En                                                 12-July
Ong Wei Wei                                              16-July
Muhammad Malik bin Ahmad Fairoz        21-July
Balraj Singh A/L Randhir Singh                 25-July
Siew Kye Jern                                             27-July
Wong Xin Yu                                              30-July
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