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     Hello readers! My name is Ayesha,
Editor-in-Chief of the school
newsletter, The Aspirant.

     I'm also writing this note on behalf
of Evan (Year 9), Co-Editor-In-Chief.

    We both are certainly looking
forward to the end-of-Term holidays
as well as our well-deserved break.

    Today is also the half-year
anniversary of the creation of The
Aspirant! We both acknowledge our
readers and express our appreciation.

    As you may have noticed, The
Aspirant's design has been through   
 a major revamp. The newly created
design was done and formatted by  
 Co-Editor-In-Chief, Evan. 

    We’ve listened to your
feedback and added a wider
variety of colours, images, and
a higher quality of student-
created articles.

   This is also Evan’s last major
contribution to The Aspirant as
he has decided to step down.

   On behalf of the Editorial
Team and Management, we
thank Evan for all his massive
contributions and for being a
part of the team that helped
establish The Aspirant.

   That also means I will need a
new Co-Editor in Chief! At the
end of this newsletter is the
full vacancy and I hope to hear
from you soon!

   We hope you enjoy reading
the March 2021 issue of The
Aspirant, and I will check back
in again for the April Edition! 

EDITORS' NOTEEDITORS' NOTE
BY AYESHA AND EVANBY AYESHA AND EVAN

Ayesha, 
Year 9 
Editor-in-Chief



   The months of February and
March 2021 have been busy
months for the school
management. 

   After finalizing the grading
methods for the online lessons
for Year 7 - 10 in January, we
had to manage the return of
students to the physical classes
in late February following the
unexpected announcement by
the authorities. 

    Since 8th March, the Year 10s
have returned to the physical
classrooms, joining Year 11.
Currently, online lessons will
continue for the Year 7 - 9 as
Term 2 will come to an end on
2nd April 2021. 

 The plan is to have the entire
student population onsite -
when Term 3 commences on
19th April 2021. 

 “I was happy when I heard I
could return to physical school as
I find it easier to focus and can
get more learning done. I don’t
mind learning from home as well,
although there are way too many
distractions,”

- Nabil from Year 10 when
asked about his views on the

return to physical school. 

“My (Year 9) sister, however, had
mixed feelings about continuing
online lessons at home!” 

  AISS is an examination centre
for Cambridge International
and Pearson Edexcel, offering
the GCE O-Levels, IGCSE and
GCSE exams. 

MESSAGE FROMMESSAGE FROM
THE MANAGEMENTTHE MANAGEMENT

Mr Oon, 
Chairman 



These two months have been crucial
in registering approximately 350
candidates for the exams. Not to
mention, the looming possibility of
the June 2021 exam series being
cancelled. 

 At the time of writing, the Cambridge
International exams will carry on but
the Pearson Edexcel exams have
been cancelled. 

 The first quarter of 2021 marks the
final months of study for the Year 11
Class of 2021. This cohort of 20 bright
young individuals will say goodbye to
AISS. 

  “I am very happy to study in this school.  
I  love the pressure of the exams. The
teachers that you have selected are very
good and helpful. Even the admin
support staff are very friendly. 

This creates a very nice learning
environment and I am going to miss
this place very much. Even my friends
who visit the school for the Oral exams
have commented on how large and
beautiful my school is - I feel so proud,”    

- Lai Eei Ern from Year 11, who has
been studying here since Year 9. 

    Her fellow classmate, Yap Zhe
Yen echoes, -

 “ I feel happy and free as there will
be no more exams after this. I am
happy with my classmates and my
teachers are good.

They teach me a lot and are
approachable when I don't know
how to do questions. My most
memorable times in school are
when I share secrets with my
friends in the washroom!

  “Study hard and don’t fail,” 
 Is Zhe Yen’s message to her
juniors. 

   As you can see, February and
March have been eventful, to say
the least. Do enjoy this edition of
The Aspirant as we look forward
Towards Better Things!



WHY CAN'T THE REDWHY CAN'T THE RED  
  HOUSE BE BEATEN?HOUSE BE BEATEN?

   We from The Aspirant put forth this
question to all the Sports Houses.
"Why can't the Red House be beaten?"  

  How has the morale for Sports Day
been like within and across the Sports
Houses? Let’s find out in these
responses from the Sports Houses!

Blue House

   "As a Blue House member, I feel my
house has taken the importance of
having fun and enjoying exercising
rather than trying to win at a rapid
speed and pushing ourselves too hard
to do something we don't like. Just like
the other Sports Houses, we want to
win, but having fun is more important.

  However, compared to the smaller
Red House, the Blue House has fewer
people running. Indirectly this gives
the Red House the winning advantage"

- Leah / Year 9 / Blue House

green House

    "To put it simply: they’re the most
motivated to win. This year's Sports Day
both require a certain degree of self-
motivation, which, evident from the
manner in which most students talk about
said events, is lacking. 

    I don’t know how the Red House was so
motivated, who was contributing the most
to their team, or which Eldritch god they
sacrifice goats to achieve that, but what I
do know is that many people in my house
really don’t bother with these events." 



   I feel immensely comfortable
working with the same team over and
over again. Once you get used to a
team, it’s easy to understand each
other’s thoughts and that would lead
to bigger accomplishments. 

   That’s exactly how I feel about being
in the Red House and why we cannot
be beaten!" 

- Isabel / Year 9 / Vice-Captain of
Red House

Red House

Yellow House

   At the end of the day, the Sports
House that cares the most and puts in
the most effort should be rewarded
the appropriate position. It just so
happens that the Red House in
particular was more motivated and
was willing to put in more effort than
the Green House, and by a lot."

- Nabil / Year 10 / Green House

"Coming together is a beginning.
Keeping together is progress. Working
together is a success." - Henry Ford

   "The Red House can’t be beaten
because of our teamwork and how
united we are. Accomplishing set-out
goals as a team is exceptionally
advantageous and auspicious. 

    During the Sports Day activities, we
constantly share our ideas and goals
with each other. There will definitely
be thoughts that’ll differ but we still
work together to figure it out.

    Everyone in the Red House is
extraordinary. They’re active and
enthusiastic whenever they have a
challenge to overcome, they always
bring out the best in themselves and
motivate each other along the way. 

    "Red House can’t be beaten? More
like Red House can be beaten. It's all
about morale and motivation. In this
year’s MCO, a majority of students in
all 4 Sports Houses aren't motivated
for this year's MCO themed Sports
Day. Yellow House wasn't at its
fullest potential. 

    This is not an excuse. As for next
year, there is no doubt Yellow House
will come on top and beat Red
House no matter what. This year
was just pure luck."

- Alex / Year 9 / Yellow House

    We all look forward to seeing the
Sports Houses compete once again
in the 2021/2022 Sports Day!



  You. Me. Us. Humans and humans
alone are wrecking our natural
world at such a speed that it is
unlikely nature ever will recover. We
are pumping up ancient fossil fuels
that are fuelling our economies and
blowing up the skies. 

    We are changing the physical look
of our planet! Mines are the Earth’s
new scars, tropical rainforests are
disappearing and yes, also here in
Malaysia, we are blowing up the
hills near Ipoh to have concrete for
our buildings.

    That. Is. Unsustainable. Before
we can take action we have to be
aware of our own behaviour, of our
own path to the Earth's destruction. 

   Now we are using natural resources
that are meant for your children. My
parents already used many natural
resources that were meant for you!

   Join me in the quest to learn more
about our environment, understand
how we are depending on our planet
that keeps us alive, get to know the
concept of ‘Sustainable Development'. 

   With our new awareness, we can
make a change! Perhaps we can’t
change the world, but we can educate
and spread awareness. We don’t need
to look at other people, other people
can look up at us too! 
 

THIS IS WHY YOU THIS IS WHY YOU MUSTMUST JOIN JOIN  
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT!ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT!

Mr Daniel, 
Global
Perspectives
Teacher

Destroyed hills near Ipoh 
- Google Earth



   Not only that, you also will
get an IGCSE certificate of
Environmental Management,
which puts Biology, Economics,
Earth Science, Geography and
Global Perspectives together in
one big exciting subject. 

    With Environmental
Management, you will put
those subjects into practice
with real-life issues that
concern all of humanity! Who
wouldn’t want that?

   Enrol Now for free!! Open to
all Year 9 and Year10 students
who have a good command of
English. 

   Classes are held onsite and
start on April 24 and are on
Saturdays between 10 am and
2 pm, including a break. (see
the school2me notification)

   See you there!

   The switch from Google Classroom to the E-
Learning platform has gathered mixed feelings
from students. Some said that they didn’t mind
the switch while others stated that Google
Classroom was much better.

   The school has said their reason for using the
E-Learning platform was to provide better
accountability between students  and parents
when completing assignments. 

   In Google Classroom, the biggest feature is
the built-in To-Do-Lists and calendar so that
students could keep track of ongoing
assignments. The E-Learning platform however
involves looking for any ‘ghost assignments’
which could lead to unsubmitted work. 

   Not to mention that some students said that
they also preferred Google Classroom's
colourful website compared to the E-Learning
platform's drab grey and occasional green.

   Overall, even with the debate for Google
Classroom VS E-Learning Platform, at least we
will instead be doing our assignments and
schoolwork physically onsite next Term!

Ayesha, 
Year 9 
Editor-in-Chief

GOOGLEGOOGLE  CLASSROOMCLASSROOM  OROR
E-LEARNINGE-LEARNING  PLATFORMPLATFORM??  



    On the 27th of February 2021,
Aspiration International Secondary
School held its 2nd ever chess
tournament with a total of 112
participants and a total prize fund
of RM1050. There were a few
notable players with online ratings
around 2000. Three AISS students
participated in the tournament
and one of them won the Best AISS
prize in the under 12 category. 

    Ryan How, currently in Year 7,
was exhilarated to be able to win a
prize, completing the tournament
placing 31st among 63 players. In a
short interview with him, I learnt
the insights of participating in an
online tournament. 

   Ryan enjoyed participating in the
tournament, where he learnt many
new things through first-hand
experience. 

   Some chess techniques that he
learnt were new checkmate patterns
and middle game strategies from
playing amongst more advanced
players in the tournament. 

  I agree and relate to his experience
as participating in tournaments is
one of the best ways of learning and
retaining strategies in a game that
had been played personally. 

  To all aspiring chess enthusiasts, I
would encourage you to participate
in tournaments where possible. It’s
probably much more interesting
than studying chess books. Just have
fun and don’t worry about making
mistakes, that’s only how we learn. 

   Who knows, just try your luck! You
may even win a prize in the learning
process!

   I would like to thank all the AISS
students who participated and

supported the tournament.
Hopefully, I will see more of your

names in the next instalment of the
AISS Chess Championship! 

AISS CHESS CHAMPIONSHIPAISS CHESS CHAMPIONSHIP
HOW DOES IT FEEL TO WIN?HOW DOES IT FEEL TO WIN?

Claire, 
Year 10 
Journalist



    As we all know, IGCSE examinations are
an important and often very stressful event
for all students in AISS. 

    Here are two different instances to give a
clearer understanding of what a student is
likely to experience when taking your mock
or real IGCSE exams.

Instance 1: Written by Eei Ern (Year 11) 
   “Putting my head down and burying
myself in textbooks and past year papers in
order to guarantee to pass my mocks with
flying colours was my daily routine for the
past three months! 

   I knew I had a mountain to climb if I
wanted to comprehend all the subjects in-
depth like the back of my hand.

    I had always thought that the Additional
Maths test was a cinch as long as one learns
all the formulas by heart and practises past
year papers. Unfortunately, luck was not on
my side on the day of the test.

   The moment I opened the test paper, I was
shaking in my boots as I could not make
heads or tails of the questions. I tried
putting on my thinking cap, but I still could
not suss out the intricate problems.

    Patiently, I could only scrape by the test
with a B grade. I have learned not to be
conceited or to underestimate the level of
difficulty of the questions that might appear
in the exams."

Instance 2: Written by Claire (Year 10) 
    “Two weeks ago, I completed my first
mock exams for Malay. It was a rather eye-
opening experience instead of a ‘scary’ and
‘intimidating’ one. I had a grand perception
of what mock exams would be, but instead,
it was just like any other test held in school -
just with a slight additional pressure that the
marks taken from it are more important. 

    I asked a fellow Year 10 student about his
experience of having his first mock exam. He
had a completely different experience. He
found it rather stressful compared to
‘normal’ exams due to the pressure of doing
well, as the grade may end up as his final
IGCSE result. 

    Now with a clearer understanding of how
these exams go, hopefully, I’ll be able to do
better in future exams."

WOW, I DIDN’T KNOW THIS!WOW, I DIDN’T KNOW THIS!
REAL (AND MOCK) EXAMS,REAL (AND MOCK) EXAMS,

Eei Ern, Year 11 Claire, Year 10 



   The AISS Model United Nations
Club recently had the incredible
privilege of being formally
invited to join the 11th edition of
the Kuala Lumpur Model United
Nations conference (KLMUN XI)
from the 20-21 of March! 

  Hosted by Garden International
School and held on the online
platform Discord, KLMUN seeks
to give aspiring students an
opportunity to represent their
chosen country and debate on a
wide variety of council topics as
well as international diplomacy.

  This was done via simulation of
the many different (and very
real) United Nations’ councils.

 This year's KLMUN councils were: 

1) World Health Organisation
2) United Nations Security Council 
3) Economic and Social Committee
4) Disarmament and International
Security Committee
And many more...
 
   Participating in the event was a
very enjoyable learning experience
for me and the rest of the Model
United Nations Club. We were to
socialise and debate with both
new and experienced students
from other participating schools. 

 

WHAT IS IT LIKE TO JOINWHAT IS IT LIKE TO JOIN
THE MUN CLUB?THE MUN CLUB?

Evan, 
Year 9 
Co-Editor-Chief



   The Editorial Team strives to
constantly develop and improve the
newsletter. The Aspirant was created as
a monthly newsletter to write and share
stories, interviews as well as news
about the school and its community.

   Join the Editorial Team! 
(There are more benefits than just the
names & articles published - improve
writing & research skills, learn how to
manage deadlines, etc) and have your
name and articles featured in future
monthly issues!

   Contribute to the Editorial Team!
If you have a story to tell, why not tell it?
If you are a great illustrator, why not
send in your comic panel? 

   Feel free to send in your article/comic
or apply to the Editorial Team using the
email below:

theaspirantaiss@gmail.com  

JOIN THE ASPIRANT'SJOIN THE ASPIRANT'S

Colin, 
Year 9 
Journalist

    At the end of the conference, we
had managed to contribute to our
respective councils’ Draft Resolution,
the written plan of action to solve our
councils’ chosen topic. As of right now,
we are certainly looking forward to
participating in our next MUN
conference!

   “KLMUN was an interesting experience
for all of us. The friendly environment
allows new beginners to get comfortable
and have fun whilst getting the gist of
what MUN is like. Despite the technical
difficulties that arise alongside working
from home, online MUN has made MUN
cheaper, more accessible and more
creative for the average delegate." 

- Ditta, Leader of the MUN Club, 
AISS Alumni 

-------------

1)   Are you interested in politics and
international diplomacy?

2)  Do you enjoy debating your points
in a formal yet fun environment?

3)  Do you have a burning urge to
discuss and solve national and
worldwide problems?

If that’s the case, join the Model United
Nations Club CCA in the next Term! We
look forward to meeting and attending
MUN conferences with new members!

EDITORIAL TEAM!EDITORIAL TEAM!



Birthdays: April 

Sean Daly                         April 8
Melbern Ong Jia Zhi        April 12
Fong Ky Lee                     April 15
Jarrod Leow Ji Jhuen       April 16
Rayyan Fairuzzudin        April 16
Goh Wen Hao                  April 19
Hans Yap Yi Huan           April 20
Sophie Cheong                April 23
Allie Yee May Xin            April 23
Alexa Tan Yng Yi             April 24
Chris Foong Chi Tong    April 25
Chelsea Lee                     April 26
Tham Sin Yi ( Ellicia )      April 27
Ng Shyh Kheng               April 30
Wong Jun Kit                    April 30

APRIL BIRTHDAYSAPRIL BIRTHDAYS
COMIC PANEL &COMIC PANEL &

  The following people have their
birthdays in April! Why don’t you
surprise one of them? 

  Take the chance and organise
something memorable - in line
with the current SOPs of course!

"WEARING A MASK"WEARING A MASK
WITH GLASSES"WITH GLASSES"
By Ditta, AISS Alumni



 

 

Evan Au-Yong (Year 9) Chen Zhao Ryun (Year 9)

 

Balraj Singh (Year 9)

Ayesha Hafidz (Year 9)

THE EDITORIAL TEAM

Colin Pui (Year 9)

CO-EDITOR-IN-CHIEFEDITOR-IN-CHIEF CARTOONIST

JOURNALIST JOURNALIST

Natalie Toh (Year 10)

JOURNALIST


