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Hi everyone, I’m Ayesha, the
editor of The Aspirant, and I’m
glad to say that we’ve been
running this newsletter for about
8 months now, and it seems like
yesterday that I was asked to be a
part of this society, and now, it’s
the final edition of the The
Aspirant for the academic year. 

From these last few months, I’ve
learned many useful skills and
have gotten a lot of experience
from running a newsletter, and
simple things such as
communicating with my fellow
school-mates. 

I’m certainly thankful for all the
students that have been a part of
this society, even if it was just for
a one-time article. I hope that in
the future, more people will join
the newsletter team, as well as
the other school societies. 

Hello to all! This is Jing Yahh, the
co-editor of The Aspirant
Newsletter. I've been a member
of the Aspirant team for quite
some time, and it's been a
pleasant and enjoyable
experience. I've learnt a lot from
this new experience, and I'll
strive harder to bring you more
engaging things in the future. 

EDITOR & CO-EDITOR'SEDITOR & CO-EDITOR'S
NOTENOTE

Ayesha Hafidz,
Editor

Choo Jing Yahh,
Co-Editor



Considering the number of times we have
been in lockdown, online learning has become
the norm, but for some students, teachers
and parents alike, it is a horror movie that’s
taking too long to end. We’ve been in this
mode long enough to know that various
factors determine the success or failure of
teaching and learning in this manner. 

Learning in a digital age is highly affected by
connectivity, networking, globalisation and
virtualisation of information - that is - how well
boring information is dazzlingly dressed up
with the aid of software and computers.
However, traditional approaches to learning
like behaviourism (observing the student’s
behaviour), cognitivism (focusing on the
student’s mental processes) and
constructivism (relying on students’
experiences to build on knowledge presented
in the classroom) are not adequate for the
present time simply because we are now
experiencing a supernova explosion of
knowledge. In the past 10 years alone, not
only has the amount of knowledge in the
world doubled but it is (alarmingly) doubling
every 18 months.

Consequently, a learning theory for the digital
age was developed : connectivism. With the
basis that learning can now reside outside
ourselves and is no longer limited to a person
(a teacher) or a place (a school) and no longer
controlled by any one organisation (eg.
Cambridge International), the focus is now not
on knowledge per se, but on how it flows and
the connections it naturally makes in an 

extensive network of infinite
interconnectedness. And if that’s too much
to process in a sentence, knowledge is also
constantly changing chaotically (not be
confused with SOPs that stem from a severe
lack of insight)

So, what are students expected to do when
there is a sea of knowledge threatening to
drown them? Students simply need to take
back the control of learning and become
self-determined learners. They will then
have the power to be selective and learn
what they want and how they want. This is
known as heutagogy (pronounced hyoo-tuh-
goh-jee) - a distinct pedagogy within
connectivism. Initially developed in 2000,
heutagogy is more relevant today as the
focus is on a more learner-centered
approach and where teachers play the role
of facilitators - “a valuable resource to be
tapped if necessary but not the primary
source of knowledge” (Davis, 2018)

Some students question the relevance of
what they are learning in school today - and
this should be applauded. It could mean that
these students are standing up to the
overwhelming onslaught of knowledge and
starting to find other connections and flows
of knowledge significant to them. Even if it’s
all just a ruse to avoid the much-dreaded
pile of homework, students are very likely to
become more engaged and successful in
their learning if they dare take the lead.

MESSAGE FROM THE MANAGEMENTMESSAGE FROM THE MANAGEMENT
Ms Frauline, 
Head Teacher

STUDENTS VERSUS KNOWLEDGESTUDENTS VERSUS KNOWLEDGE



Hello everyone! My name is Evan and
I’m one of the Year 9 Affection Class
Representatives. I was nominated to
join the Student Council by Isabel Lai,
its current President and later
appointed by the Management in
Term 2. I feel truly honoured to have
been given this incredible
opportunity and I express my
sincerest thanks to the Management
and the Student Council for their
support.  

I was thrilled to join the AISS Student
Council as I viewed it as a golden
opportunity to get to know the
student body better and to help
promote a welcoming, educational,
and exceptional academic
environment in AISS. 

I was nervous when attending my
first meeting but I was surprised by
the welcoming and supportive
nature of the Council and its
members, who all helped me adjust
quickly. Our weekly meetings were
consistently productive and efficient. 

In addition to fulfilling my duties for
the Student Council, I did my best to
promote and participate in school
and Council organised events. I
served as a mentor in the school’s
Mentor-Mentee Programme, where I
realized it was an excellent way for
me to get know students outside of
Year 9 . I also reached out to and
befriended new students during my
time in the Student Council. 

As the current Year 9 will soon be
transitioning to Year 10, I hope to
assist my peers to ensure a smooth
transition both socially and
academically. By assisting my peers,
I will try to speak to my friends as to
how they are coping with new
subjects like Additional Mathematics
and Accounting. I hope to also help
my friends to speak to the
Management if there are subjects
they wish to take but did not qualify
for.

Overall, I’ve had a truly excellent and
enjoyable experience serving in the
Student Council alongside its
President, Secretary, and Year
Representatives. I look forward to
continue supporting the Student
Council, the Management, the
teachers, and the students of AISS!

MESSAGE FROM THEMESSAGE FROM THE
STUDENT COUNCILSTUDENT COUNCIL

Evan Au-Yong
Year 9/8 Rep



On July 9th from 3pm till 5pm, an online Jeopardy competition was
arranged for the students of AISS to test their general knowledge. This
online inter-house competition was organized by the school’s
management to broaden pupils' general knowledge and pique their
interest in learning about a variety of topics, such as geography,
history, science, politics, sports and arts.

For each Year, a boy and a girl from each sports house were selected
to represent their houses. Jeopardy is a classic trivia game where
contestants compete in answering questions from the six categories.
Different questions have different amounts of points/money awarded
to the first contestant that answers the questions correctly. The points
you have accumulated will be added to the total points of your
designated sports house. 

“The game was a learning experience for me. It was so interesting
and intense because we had so little time to think of our answers.
Overall, I had fun.” -Anna Kam Year 9 Strength (Green House).  

Meanwhile, Red House captain Choo Jing Suen responded, “This
was my first time competing in a game like this, so it was a fresh
experience. I really enjoyed it and I would absolutely join
competitions like this in the future.” At the end of the competition,
The Red House managed to gather the most points with a total score
of 16,100 points, followed by Yellow, Green and Blue.

INTER-HOUSE JEOPARDYINTER-HOUSE JEOPARDY
COMPETITIONCOMPETITION

Rania Yasmin,
Year 9 Strength



After a tough year for many students and teachers, it's the last day of school online! As many
may know, online school has been a massive challenge for students and teachers. This year,
we have been switching between online and physical classes several times because of the
rising COVID-19 cases. 

I’m sure at least most of us are relieved that this year has come to an end. We all have
different experiences and perspectives with online school, some may like it and some just
loathe it. 

“My highlight of the year is definitely getting good grades, and personally this year feels like
I'm stuck in a time loop. Everyday I wake up, get ready and go to my computer and
everything is just the same. Whereas if I was in school, I could've done more things. I feel
really happy and somewhat excited that I'm going to move up a year because I get to be a
senior. Based on everything that has happened this year, what I would do differently next
year is be more responsible towards things.” -Celine Khoo ( Year 7 student representative )

“The highlight of my year was definitely being able to go to school physically even though it
was just for a few days. For me this year was sad, because it's my first secondary year and I
didn't get to experience the things I wanted to experience. I hope that next year we will be
back to physical school ,but now seeing the cases are not dropping I guess there's hardly any
hope.” -Elvyna Yeoh (Year 7) 

Although this year has had its ups and downs for all of us, we have made it through. Next year
maybe online school but let's not give up! 

Congratulations to all who have gone through this tough year and enjoy your summer break! 

LAST DAY OF SCHOOLLAST DAY OF SCHOOL
Janelle Wong
Year 7



BIRTHDAYS INBIRTHDAYS IN
AUGUST!AUGUST!
On behalf of the Editorial Team,

we wish all in August a very Happy

Birthday!

Rio Rusdi                            04 August
Ayesha Hafidz                   16 August
Chan Sue Shin                   18 August
Evan Au-Yong                   18 August
Nabil Hafidz                       31 August
Matthew Declan Vun        31 August



 

CLASS FEATURESCLASS FEATURES
YEAR 11YEAR 11

Alysha Ng
I remember staying up till midnight
struggling to finish my homework
because I was too shy to ask for help.
But after adapting to the new
environment, and along with the
guidance of amazing teachers, I
managed to improve my grades
greatly.

Yap Zhe Yen
I feel thankful for all the
teachers and admin for
helping me. I am also very
happy to meet my classmates. 

Chia Lyen
I am very happy to come to
this school because the
environment and friends here
are very good. The teacher is
also very good.

Chris Foong
Time flies like a rocket, all good
things must come to an end.
Thanks for tolerating me for 5
years. We will meet each other
in the outside world. This school
has a good environment for
studying. See you again.

Cryst Lee
This school was a great place to grow
up. I share many memories with my
friends and teachers. It was hard
work to get where I am now and
without my school's help, I will be
nothing in this world.

Dion Prihadi
I am grateful to be a student of AISS.
This school was the gateway to my
future which is why I appreciate all
the help the school has given me.
Though I face difficulties, I did
whatever it took to ensure I become
an excellent student. I also am
thankful to all the kind teachers that
helped me become better.

Faikarl Danish
I joined AISS quite late into the
school year, but I regret not
joining this school sooner, so
that I could have spent more
time with my friends and make
more memories here, as I’ve
grown very fond of this school.

Fong Ky Lee
From a tiny group of six to
almost twenty students, our
class has blossomed greatly
through the comfortable,
homey environment Aspiration
has provided.

Giselle Cheah 
Perhaps the best decision I’ve made
is to join Aspiration for my last year
of highschool. I’ve never had more
understanding teachers who always
put the wellbeing of their students
first and ensure that we will excel.

Hans Yap
The school has good
studying conditions, I
can concentrate on my
studies

Jaishree Ratnakumar
The teachers are very good
and the students are very 😌
I enjoyed my time in school

Jeslyn Lee
I’ve been at this school for almost 5
years and I think that the teachers
are skilled in their fields and
dedicated when it comes to
teaching the students. Also, the
students are mostly very fun to be
around.



 

CLASS FEATURESCLASS FEATURES
YEAR 11YEAR 11

Eei Ern
I love this school very much
because it brings me much joy
and it has a conducive
environment for learning and
studying. 

Si Qi
I am grateful to come to this school.
I learn many things and new
subjects in this school. The teachers
here are helpful. Most of the people
here are friendly, but there are also
some hostile people who are hard
to get along with. Well, in general
everything in this school is much
better than in my previous school

Lim Wen Kate
My knowledge has improved
ever since joining this school. In
my opinion, teachers are very
helpful. Thanks.

Manraj Singh
Joining Aspiration International
School was definitely the right
choice and the wisest decision
after being to so many different
schools. The teachers here are
amazing.I am lucky to have
wonderful friends around me in
this class. 

Joelyn Han
The school has
talented teachers
that are very kind

Wong Jun Kit
Good teachers, good studies

Miyoko  
I've been a part of this
community and have watched
it grow from a simple tuition
centre to an international
school, and I've grown with it. I
wish everyone here a bright and
wonderful future.

Ahn Ittae



 

CLASS FEATURESCLASS FEATURES
YEAR 10YEAR 10

Ellicia
Melbern Wen Hao

Mabel

Alexandre

My life is like an open book which
in a way is ironic to students. I am
always wishing to learn more as I

wish to be intelligent and
prudent.

 
Myra

Gavyn Yu Lynn

Myra

Winson

Shi Ying Kenneth

Zayn
~



 

CLASS FEATURESCLASS FEATURES
YEAR 10YEAR 10

Alayna

What makes a child gifted and
talented may not always be good
grades in school, but a different
way of looking at the world and

learning.
 

Claire

Alexa Ashley

Clarance Dayna Dharan Eythan

Eva

Iksha Jaden

Julian

Claire



 

CLASS FEATURESCLASS FEATURES
YEAR 10YEAR 10

Maia 

Malik Nabil

Natalie

Rayyan

Sascha

Sean

Siddharth

Sophie

What is life without some fun and
games? Chill out and take a break

after a long work routine. Live
without regrets. 

 
Z-Him

Suen Z-Him

Zachry

“What is life without some fun and
games? Chill out and take a break after

a long work routine. Live without
regrets.” - Z-Him

 
Zachry



 

I’d like to express my biggest thanks
to the Yr 9 students, teachers, and
my friends! You all made my first

year at AISS an incredible one

Evan

CLASS FEATURESCLASS FEATURES
YEAR 9 AFFECTIONYEAR 9 AFFECTION

Alex
Zhao Ryun Xin Cheng

EvanHarshad

Isabel

Ivanna

JinjoLeah

Kai Li

Matthew

NicholasAyesha

Jern Valen Xiao En

I love this school so much! The
teachers are great, my classmates

are friendly and helpful!

Alex



 

Life moves pretty fast, enjoy life
while you can. Stay swaggy and

stay dripping.
 

Damien

CLASS FEATURESCLASS FEATURES
YEAR 9 STRENGTHYEAR 9 STRENGTH

Anna
Balraj Colin

Jia JunDamien

Ryan

Craig

KirrtanaIra

Jing Yahh

Kayelyn

RussellRania

Nixon Shannon
Chia Yuan

You can't base your life on other
people’s expectations - Stevie

Wonder
 

Balraj



 

I really enjoyed online classes but I
really hope that this COVID

situation will end so that I can meet
my friends again.

 
Jarrod

CLASS FEATURESCLASS FEATURES
YEAR 8YEAR 8

Adam Brianna Dhivya

Jarrod

Julian

Izabelle

Xin Ye Nadir

Kai Wei Wei



 

CLASS FEATURESCLASS FEATURES
YEAR 7YEAR 7

Anussha

Allie Ashley 

Celine

Sue Shin

I missed my time in school. I hope
school reopens soon because I
miss the time with my friends
where we played and chatted

along. 
 

Annabelle

Kalista Chelsea

Anabelle

Chloe 

I dream of a better tomorrow,
where chickens can cross the road
and not be questioned about their

motives.
 

Chloe

Elvyna Gene 

Hayley



 

CLASS FEATURESCLASS FEATURES
YEAR 7YEAR 7

Ryan

Jainie Janarthen

Janelle

Isaac
Can’t wait for summer holiday!

No homework and projects.
 

Shyh Kheng

Lashaeya Shyh Kheng

Rio 

Khye Meng 

I love my teachers and friends
in AISS. I can't wait to see them
in physical class soon when the

pandemic is over.  
 

Xin Yu

Vanya Xin Yu

Yuvan 



 

Ayesha Hafidz (Year 9)
CO-EDITOR-IN-CHIEFEDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Choo Jing Yahh (Year 9)
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