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We held our first online graduation event on 16 October and my message to the graduates is
something I would like to share with the rest of the students of AISS given its relevance to

them in this current time. 
 

Graduation Day Speech - Class of 2021
 

Dear Class of 2021,
 

It is nice to see you all here again. Firstly, congratulations.
 

You have successfully completed your high school journey amidst these trying times.
 

It is now time to go out into the world... in whatever shape you find it and make the
most of your life - but according to your interpretation and not someone else's.

 
In order to do this, you will need to empower yourself. Arm yourself with as much

knowledge as you can but be wary of where this knowledge comes from. Do not let
corporations that monopolise the internet for your attention rob you of your power to

think critically or question the norm. 
 

In this day of endless screens, your attention is the commodity with the highest value.
Be very selective what you give your attention to for technology and social media is now

designed to keep you addicted to trivial things and thus can numb your soul and
passion for other endeavours you may like to pursue and where your unique qualities

can shine.
 

Re-evaluate your heroes. Billionaires you look up to and want to be like are very likely
the ones behind corporations that are destroying the planet and hindering governments

from doing more for the general public under the guise of philanthropy.
 

Do not easily be persuaded or readily comply with systems that do not respect
fundamental human rights but strive to be healthy, happy and free. All the best!

MESSAGE FROM THE MANAGEMENTMESSAGE FROM THE MANAGEMENT
Ms Frauline,
Head Teacher

GRADUATION SPEECH- CLASS OF 2021GRADUATION SPEECH- CLASS OF 2021



I’m grateful to be able to work alongside some of the sharpest
minds in the school, to organize things like games in initiation
events, sports events, and even the occasional collaboration with
other schools for things like mental health talks. 

I planned to run for student council president this year, but
unfortunately, due to my lack of experience, didn’t win. That’s okay
though, because I’ll continue to try my best, and maybe next year I’ll
be elected student council president. 

I am truly grateful to the student council, for teaching me how to
take on responsibility, manage my time, and how to cooperate and
work together with other people efficiently.
Everyone here is very welcoming, so don’t be afraid to come to us
with any ideas, proposals or any changes you’d like, or even if you’d
like to join the student council! 

I hope that I will be able to continue to be of use to the rest of the
student council, and that’s it from me!

MESSAGE FROM THEMESSAGE FROM THE
STUDENT COUNCILSTUDENT COUNCIL

Nicholas Lim, 
Year 10 Rep 



As many may know, from the 4th to the 8th of October we all had a week of mid-term
break. Most of us, students and teachers, really needed this break for relaxing and
taking some time off the computer to spend some time with our family and friends.

I have interviewed some of my friends and asked them how they felt and what they’ve
done during this break, such as if they needed this week of break and any interesting
activities they have done.

I, for one, was personally caught up on my pile of overdue homework and then decided
to read a book to spend more time off the computer. 

Some of my friends responses were:

“My mid-term break was quite boring, the most interesting activity I've done during
this break was crocheting a bag for the first time. I really appreciated this break but
for me it personally wasn't enough. I have also gotten my vaccine (via school) and
when I first got the notification for the appointment I was filled with joy and had a
tinge of nervousness. But overall I had quite a good break.” -Elvyna Y8A

“My mid-term break was boring because we are all staying home. I mostly did all my
homework and watched YouTube. This break was much needed for me as I got to rest
my eyes and not just stare at the computer all day long. I have also gotten my 1st dose
of the vaccine and I felt really excited when I got it. I did have some symptoms after
getting it like arm soreness, and I was glad we didn't have school so I wouldn't need to
use my arm as much.” -Vanya Y8S 

I hope all students and teachers had a great break, welcome back to school!

MID-TERM BREAKMID-TERM BREAK
Janelle Wong
Year 8



 From school projects to homework and studying, it is normal that from
time to time, students begin to feel stress and anxiety. Not only students
but teachers as well are having a hard time adapting to the new changes
of teaching. Luckily, AISS arranged an entertainment session hosted by
the ‘Godfather of Stand-Up Comedy’ himself, Harith Iskander.

 On Friday, October 8th, Harith Iskandar took the time to engage with
students to help them destress and shared advice on how to cope with
stress. 

“I think it was very funny, he could turn my problems into positive
jokes. For example, he took my homework topic and made a joke about
his son.” stated Dylan, Year 7, who had the chance to interact with the
comedian. 

“I was stressing out about homework but the session [helped] me
relax” -Xin Cheng, Year 10.

 Overall, the session was filled with roaring laughter and amusement.
Despite the session being held online, it was extremely successful. It was
an enjoyable way to release stress and get together as a school to have
fun.

DE-STRESS WITHDE-STRESS WITH
HARITH ISKANDERHARITH ISKANDER  

Rania Yasmin,
Year 10



Computers, phones, tablets. Almost everyone nowadays has at least one of
them, allowing for easy sharing of documents, pictures, or anything else that
exists as digital data. However, as with anything which makes life easier, we
sometimes need to look back and wonder: How much is too much?

Modern devices are no exception. Especially so when the average person
spends nearly seven hours watching a screen every day. After all, the content
of today’s media is designed to keep people’s attention on them as long as
possible, and it’s working. And with the hundreds of different possible things
to read, watch or listen to, more and more people become addicted to their
devices.

Thus, so as to not allow students to fall completely under the desires of the
big media companies of the world, AISS held an event, Dealing with Device
Addiction, hosted by Mr Andrew Webber, academic consultant of AISS, earlier
this month. It was honestly an interesting event. Claire Foo, Year 11 Class
Representative, who was one of the panelists quoted, “we had talked about
what addiction truly is, ways of identifying device addiction and also how
parents, teachers and friends can address this issue.” 

The issue was discussed among the various panelists, and I’d personally like
to believe that some of those students who attended learnt something
important that day. Though, if I’m to be honest, there are still probably quite a
few among them who couldn’t care less, and likely began watching Youtube
immediately after the meeting ended. 

A-TALKS:A-TALKS:
DEALING WITH DEVICE ADDICTIONDEALING WITH DEVICE ADDICTION

Nabil Hafidz,
Year 11



Greetings and welcome to Evan’s Book Review.
Today I’ll be reviewing Artemis Fowl. Artemis Fowl
is a young adult fiction fantasy novel written by
Irish author Eoin Colfer. 

It stars Artemis Fowl, a 12-year-old child prodigy
and criminal mastermind. He is part of and leads
the Fowl criminal empire, which has existed as
part of his family. Artemis believes that he has
confirmation on the existence of fairies, with
fairies being a general term for fantasy creatures
such as elves, trolls and dwarves. 

After expertly decoding an elvish book and
learning about their rituals and how much more
technologically advanced they are than humans,
he strategically locates an elvish ritual river and
captures Holly, a female elf and demands a large
ransom of gold from the elves for her. He does all
of this in order to restore the Fowl family fortune.
What later ensues is a conflict that could topple
civilizations and plunge the world into a cross-
species war. 

My favourite part of Artemis Fowl has to be the
prologue. It sets up the threat and intellect of the
main character Artemis Fowl as well as the setting
and ensuing plot of the book. What I liked most
about Artemis Fowl, is Artemis Fowl. As you can
probably tell with my brief synopsis about the
book, Artemis Fowl is not the good guy of this
story. He is the main protagonist of the book but
he is clearly established as the bad guy from the
very start. He’s not like an anti-hero who does
morally bad things for a good cause - he knows
what he is doing is bad and it's for a petty reason.
And that is what I like most about the book. It's so
rare that we get to see a bad guy as the main 

EVAN'S BOOK REVIEWEVAN'S BOOK REVIEW
Evan Au-Yong
Year 10

character for a children’s novel and he is
written very well.

What I disliked about it is more of a personal
preference than anything. I’m not exactly a
huge fan of traditional fantasy or magic-like
settings, with Lord of the Rings being a notable
exception because of how grounded and epic it
was. I just found it hard to be completely
invested in the fantasy elements and creatures
like elves, trolls, and dwarves compared to the
other aspects of the book. I only liked the
character Artemis Fowl because he didn’t have
any fantasy elements, he was futuristic and
cool.     

Despite my slight criticisms, I still recommend
Artemis Fowl for its simple yet witty writing and
its creativity in blending elements of science
fiction and inventive fantasy. Thank you for
reading and I’ll see you in the next book review. 

ARTEMIS FOWLARTEMIS FOWL



Vitale Tiauli                          01-Nov
Nicole Liu Yee Kitt               01-Nov
Kew Jinjo                              02-Nov
Darvin Wong Hui Yang       03-Nov
Adam Toh Tik Wui               06-Nov
Myra Wong Yan Yu              10-Nov
Suvvaashni Vasuthevan       19-Nov
Natalie Toh Tik Chu             21-Nov
Nadir Hassan bin Azrul        22-Nov
Thong Jian Yang                  23-Nov
Ashley Quah Zi Ling            26-Nov
Wong Min Yi (Mabel)          29-Nov
Giselle Yap Jia Le                 30-Nov
Choo Jing Yahh                    30-Nov

BIRTHDAYS INBIRTHDAYS IN
NOVEMBER!NOVEMBER!
On behalf of the Editorial Team, we wish

all in October a very Happy Birthday!
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