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 The way we teach is subject to who we are to a great degree. Hence, the decision on which instructional approach to adopt,
teacher-centered or student-centered, to an extent, hinges on the teacher’s principles and personality.

 Teacher-centered learning is the traditional classroom in which the teacher directs all classroom activities and the students are all
focused on the teacher. Because they are expected to work individually at most times, students learn independence and the
teacher is afforded a good control over the classroom which can be generally quiet. This may seem like the ideal environment for
getting work done and covering extensive syllabus; however, when compared to the typically globalized workplace environment
today (as opposed to factory settings in which order and obedience meant more productivity) this approach may not be doing
students justice. 

 Whereas in student-centered learning, students interact with each other and with the teacher instead of focusing on the teacher
exclusively and collaboration and group work are the norm. Here students are given the autonomy to direct their own learning,
encouraged to ask questions and seek information independently. Because of this, the classroom environment is often lively and
noisy and may seem chaotic to an outsider. Teachers may find it a little difficult to make themselves available to all students at the
same time as different groups or individuals may be working on different stages of the same project. However, in AISS, this is rarely
the case as our classes are relatively small. 

 Some may argue that the student-centered approach may see some students missing out on key points of the lesson as the
teacher does not address the class as a whole. However, this does not pose a problem if the student capitalizes on the interaction
element of this approach and gets peers to clarify ideas he or she may not have understood. Having said that, a student who
prefers to work individually in a quiet setting may find this approach problematic. 

 On the whole, students are usually more engaged in the learning process in the student-centered approach as they are permitted
to interact with one another actively in pairs or in groups depending on what the activities call for. 
 Asian countries like Hong Kong, Malaysia and Singapore have revised the teacher-centered pedagogy to a student-centered
approach but have not fully realized this ideal given the cultural obstacles deeply rooted in Asian nations where students are
expected to respect teachers and remain receptive and diligent in class without the need to be creative or question the teacher’s
expertise on the subject matter. 

 In addition, the unhealthy focus on examination scores pressures teachers to revert to traditional teacher-centered approach
when exams approach because examination boards have made it very clear that students should be schooled on textbook
knowledge. When taking these realistic issues into consideration, a blended approach of both teacher-centered and student-
centered learning may seem most practical.
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Hi everyone! My name is Nicholas Lim. From now on,
I'll be your new student council vice president. I hope
to be able to fulfil the role left for me by the current
student council president and to do just as good a job
as him, and although the road ahead isn’t easy, I hope
to be able to conquer it along with my fellow student
council members. 

I will try my best to make this year a better year for
students in AISS. I hope that the AISS community can
reach out their concerns to the student council, and
give us suggestions on things we can do, or things we
can change, and we are always looking for constructive
feedback to try to improve ourselves. 

I personally, will try my best to create interesting,
engaging and educational events, and strengthen the
bond that holds the AISS community together. On that
note, I also would like to take the time to encourage
students to try out the various CCA’s provided by AISS
themselves. I truly believe that they provide engaging
and educational lessons, and allow students to
develop, or even find new interests or passions. 

I thank everyone that has helped me over the past
year, and I hope that 2022 will be more fruitful than
2021.
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Happy CNY to everybody! The Chinese New Year, also known as the Spring Festival, is one of
the most important celebrations that originated in China. In Malaysia, the CNY celebration is
for families to reunite and wish each other good fortune and luck. 

  AISS also celebrated CNY. We had a fantastic and exciting lion dance performance that was
really loud and merry. Students from the primary school also came to our school and had
the same fun as we, secondary students and teachers did! The lion dance performance
lasted about 30 minutes with the loud banging of the drums and Chinese instruments. 

  In addition, we were also encouraged to wear traditional Chinese costumes to school, even
the teachers. We had a blast taking pictures for the school competition at the photo booth. 

  “On the first day of Chinese New Year, my family had a lion dance performance coming
from my grandmother's house. We also took many pictures and played with
firecrackers together. After the celebration, I went to the cemetery to pay my respects
to my ancestors and then headed to my mother’s hometown which is located in Johor.
We had fun playing games and lighting fireworks. 
-Roanne Tio, Year 7S”

  “I went to my hometown to celebrate CNY and had a lot of fun with my family and
cousins. 
-Jensen, Year 7S” 

  “On Chinese New Year, I went to four different houses and received a lot of Angpao’s. I
also ate a lot of delicious food." 
-Eiji Zachary, Year 7A”

Fong Jia Wei, 
Year 7
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As we are all slowly returning to onsite school, students are adapting to new rules and
order. They may also find it difficult to adapt back into routine and studying patterns.
Luckily, support classes and tutorial sessions have recently been introduced to
students to help those that are struggling and to make learning more effective for
them.

Since the beginning of Term 2, support classes have been offered for selected
students in the lower secondary who need extra help with certain subjects to improve
their results from the last term and have a better understanding of the subject. These
classes are held after school from 3:30 - 4:00 pm. There are also support classes
for Year 9 math conducted by Ms Julie each Thursday from 8:00-9:00 am. These are
for selected students only but new pupils are advised to attend as well.

As for the upper secondary students, they must participate in tutorial sessions held in
the library whenever they have free periods in between classes or after school. There
is always a teacher (mainly Ms Nurul) to supervise and help. Students can take this
time to catch up on missing work, complete homework, revise or pre-study for the
next class. If the library is full, the common area is also available to use. 

We wish that students can make good use of these sessions and extra classes to
adjust back into onsite learning. On top of that, those in need of help and support can
benefit from this to catch up with their peers. This should also encourage students to
work harder for the upcoming exams.
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Rania Yasmin,
Year 10



The Chinese New Year celebrations hosted by AISS consisted of exciting activities such as the
angpao giveaway and the poster competition! Students participated in the Angpao Giveaway by
posting photos on Instagram, taken at a photo booth set up by our teachers and staff. The prize
was 500 e-credits which were shared among five winners.
There was also a theme of tiger, lantern and Angpao poster competition where the prize was
shared amongst three winners.

These are some of the remarks of  the people who had participated and some of the winners
too!

"Well, I didn’t think much about participating in it, I just assumed it would be fun and
easy. And I guess after a while I kept on going back to check on the likes cause I started
getting nervous but I don’t know in a way it was fun." 
-Chelsea Year 8S

"The competition was a good way to challenge myself and I felt confident while
participating thanks to the support from my friends and family." 
-Nixon Year 10

Here are some of the remarks of some who had participated in the Angpao giveaway. 

"I thought the competition was very interesting and a cool idea for Chinese New Year - I
also highly appreciate the school's effort in organizing this competition and I felt that it
was pretty fun to go to the really cute photo booth and take pictures there. It was not only
for the competition, it was also for my own memories to look back on when I'm older."
-Marissa Year 8

I think the competition was fun. According to Ms Carmen, she set up all of this just for us to
have fun and take nice pictures. The students took lots of great pictures and I, not missing the
opportunity, also did. I felt shy and awkward because a lot of people were staring at me while
my friends were hyping me up but in the end, it was all worth it. 
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Cheng Lindsay,
Year 7



ATHLETICSATHLETICS
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Natalie Chew, 
Year 8

Physical Education is a priority at AISS, and athletics is a big part of that. Firstly, what is athletics?
Well, athletics is a specialized group of sports that include competitive running, leaping,
throwing, and walking. Secondly, why athletics? Athletics is the ideal sport since it is a non-
contact sport, which is important given the increasing cases of covid-19. With that being said, I
have interviewed Mr Johnson, our school’s PE teacher- to answer my last question, ‘Why did you
start the Athletics School Team?’

“Every school should have a sports team since it reflects the school's goal and the school's
spirit. When the students graduate, they will remember and be proud of themselves for
representing their school, for training hard and competing in competitions. Besides,
participating in the school's team would influence other students to be more mindful
about health. They will also practise more in physical activities or sports. In the future, we
hope to have more sports teams such as basketball, football, as well as other types of
school sports teams. Step by step, we will be stronger and make history in sports.”
- Mr Johnson, PE teacher

Thank you Mr Johnson for that motivational reply! 
I have also interviewed several of our other peers who are keen on joining the school team.

‘I joined the Athletic CCA because I really wanna try out something new. Plus, some of my
friends joined too and we had lots of fun jogging, even though it was very hard to endure.’
-Fong Jia Wei, Year 7 Strength

‘I joined the Athletics CCA because I want to train for sports day and I just generally like
sports a lot.’
-Naqib Hafidz, Year 7

This is it, and we hope that more students in AISS will start participating in CCAs just like this.
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Evan Au-Yong
Year 10
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Greetings and welcome to Evan’s Book Review. I am
Evan, and here’s the book review. Today I’ll be
reviewing the Curious Incident of the Dog in the
Night-Time, the critically acclaimed mystery novel
written by British writer Mark Haddon. 

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time is
more specifically a murder mystery novel. After
being published in 2003 and achieving widespread
critical acclaim, it won the Whitbread Book Awards
for Best Novel and Book of the Year and the
Commonwealth Writers' Prize for Best First Book,
just to name a few.

The book is written from the point of view and first-
person perspective of Christopher Boone, a 15-year-
old teenager with a form of autism. He experiences
difficulty in interacting with other people and
especially in understanding social norms. However,
despite his disability, he happens to be extremely
smart, logical, knowledgeable, and highly passionate
regarding high-level mathematics and physics.

The book starts with an unexpected discovery;
Christopher discovers that his neighbour’s dog,
Wellington, is mysteriously killed with a garden fork.
Saddened by the dog’s death and being an avid
reader and fan of murder mystery novels like
Sherlock Holmes, he attempts and hopes to solve
the mystery of who was responsible for the murder.
From here, he investigates for clues, and gradually
and eventually unravels the truth of who killed
Wellington, as well as other more personal truths
about himself and his life. 

What I especially enjoyed most about the book was
how it was written in the unique first-person
perspective of the protagonist, Christopher. Due to
his particular interests such as math, logic, puzzles
and learning difficulties, the way he views and thinks
about things is surprisingly different from how we
may perceive them. Because the novel showcases
Christopher’s perspective, as well as his many,
sometimes unrelated yet widely informative
thoughts, we can strongly empathize with him and
his struggles with his disability and his interests. 

Christopher is himself an interesting character. His
thoughts, opinions, wants, and goals are surprisingly
complex yet simple and well-rounded. His interests
and intelligence also help make it easy for readers to
respect him as we see him demonstrate his prior
knowledge to make connections and solve puzzles in
his attempt to uncover the novel’s mystery. This, his
unique perception of the world around him, and the
novel's wonderfully rich and poignant story is what
makes reading the Curious Incident of the Dog in
the Night-Time an incredibly entertaining and
thought-provoking experience. 

In conclusion, I strongly recommend the Curious
Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time. This mystery
novel is a superb, one-of-a-kind read that manages
to draw you in from the start and keep you invested
till the end. 

Thank you for reading and I’ll see you in the next
book review.



The idea of movie night involves a host of fun rituals: popping
popcorn, gathering blankets and pillows in your room for added
comfort, and dimming down the lights to create the perfect movie
setting. 

As a special event, the AISS Student Council conducted a movie night
for all the AISS students on January 22nd at 7 pm. It was held on the
AISS Discord Channel.

On the movie night, students watched a spectacular film called
"Spider-Man: Homecoming", which is the third in the series centered
around the beloved superhero based on the Marvel Comics
character. The running time of the movie was about 2 hours and 15
minutes.

Even from the start of the movie, I fell in love with the youthful vibes of
the characters with their Gen-Z sense of humour, and as expected,
"Homecoming" turned out to be a brilliantly fun, action-packed film. 

To learn my fellow classmates' opinions, I interviewed some students
who had also gone to the movie night and asked them to share their
thoughts and experiences.

“I really enjoyed the movie. Even though I watched it once in the
cinema, Spider-man: Homecoming was still a really good film. I
hope I can participate again in future movie nights.” 
-Evan Y10

MOVIE NIGHTMOVIE NIGHT
Hwang Dagyeong 
Year 10
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