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 Dear AISS community, 

It is already nearly April! Time flies by so fast! This is the last month before the
term ends and that means that all the end-of-term exams have passed too! I
have full confidence that most passed their subjects with reasonable grades.
That is also the pinnacle of the discussion that is going around almost ever since
education began. How do schools monitor and evaluate progress? More
importantly, when are results good enough? Is education only good when
straight A*s are collected? What about the students who don’t manage to catch
on, will there be a divide? Let us go deeper into these issues!

I believe everyone knows the traditional paradigm of learning. The teacher is the
holder of all the knowledge and teaches that through books or notes. Students
listen, learn and reproduce the content. The better that is done, the higher the
grade and the conclusion is that the student did well. In addition, when a
student is asking questions relevant to the topic, is cooperative and delivers
consistently then teachers (and parents) are pleased. The advantage is that
there is a solid expectation between students, teachers and subject matter and
it has been a ‘proven’ method as most of us went through the same system. 

Let us explore a different method of tracking students’ progress, which we
established at our homeschool. There we totally did away with any internally set
exams. Most, if not all, course books work with learning objectives. These
learning objectives usually are a set of skills or knowledge that students must be
able to apply or manipulate in order to explore a certain topic in any subject.
Students have the possibility to practice skills or knowledge manipulation by
actively participating in activities that are evaluated by teachers. Every learning
objective has several opportunities to explore and after all the activities are
done the strength of each student towards the learning objective becomes 
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evident. Not all students will be good at
each learning objective but as long as
they overall are progressing then all is
well. It is a rather individual approach

which can be time consuming for
teachers as everyone’s learning is

different. However, learning is tailored
towards each student’s need and there
is no ‘exam stress’ as students need to

perform consistently throughout.
 

Where the first method is teacher
centered and the second method

student led, both work with standardized
answers. Currently, however, we are

implementing a third approach, which
will eventually be the main approach to
tracking students’ progress. In the MYP

(IB) programme we have started with the
new Year 7, students study in subject
groups. Each subject group has four
objectives to reach and the unique

aspect to it is that the success criteria
already are presented before an

objective is tested through a ‘Summative
Assessment’. A summative assessment

summarizes the unit each time in a
different way. Hence, there is no fixed

outcome and students have to use their
exploration to show that they have

sufficient knowledge about a certain
topic. Each objective is at least tested
twice throughout the academic year.

Therefore, the focus is on progression,
which gives a positive twist to learning as

we are focussing on ways to improve
learning. It is great to observe students’

unique approaches to learning and
assessments in which students explain
the same objectives differently. There

are no preset answers, skills are tested 

 

and knowledge is put in a certain
context by the students. 

As AISS is a diverse school, with
several programmes running

next to each other, there always
is an approach that meets the

needs of each student. Whether
it is the conventional testing, no

exam at all, or a unique
approach of demonstrating what
is learnt, every student is in good

hands in a stimulating
environment. 

 
I would like to wish everyone a

good term break to see
everyone again in April, where

soon after the external IGCSE/O-
Level exams will commence! You

can do it!
 



Hi! I’m Claire Foo from the Year 11 class. I’m currently the Year 11 class 
representative. I hope everyone is doing well! I’ve spent a year in the student council 
as the class representative for my class since I was in Year 10. It has been a great 
journey over these 2 years and I’ve learnt so many new skills, especially honing my 
leadership skills. 

To anyone who is curious about what we do, the student council meetings are 
conducted via discord where we check-up on each of the classes and also plan out 
any events for the term. It's a casual setting for all our members to freely share and 
voice out our concerns without being too serious and uptight. Student council 
members are required to plan and execute one event each, per term. We take turns 
proposing our ideas and also plan when it is to be carried out. 

In the past terms, I took part in organising a few events, including the 2nd Aspiration 
Chess Championship, which was held recently. As I was in-charge of the event, I took 
responsibility to create the google forms, run the zoom meetings and answer most 
of the inquiries from players. A few other student council members were also there 
to help me with overcoming some of the obstacles of organising a public event. 

I’m truly grateful to have been able to take part in this student society. I thank 
everyone who supported me throughout my time with the student council. Planning 
and executing events alongside each other was a once in a lifetime experience. I 
wish all the other student council members all the best. Also, if anyone is interested 
in joining the student council, don’t hesitate to join! It will be an unforgettable 
experience.
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AISS Sports Day is coming! The different houses- Red, Yellow, Blue and Green- hosted their
weekly house meetings. The house teachers each picked a house leader who is tasked to
help the teachers organize and lead the students during the sports events. 

  These weekly meetings are held every Monday, from 12:30 pm to 1:00 pm. During the half
an hour, the students are assigned which event they would take part in, what they would do
for the fundraiser and so on. The houses would go to their respective classrooms- red house
in Room 4, Blue house in Room 9, Green house in Room 8 and lastly, Yellow house in Room
5. 

  This time’s sport-day theme were DC characters and the houses were to choose which
character there are, based on the ones provided by the sports teachers. 

  “I hope that you all will have fun with your friends and teachers when competing.
It isn’t all about winning, it is also to experience what a sports day is like.” - Mr Jun
Jie, PE teacher.

  We encourage everyone to participate in the sports day and more importantly, have fun!

Fong Jia Wei, 
Year 7
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In recent years, fencing has become a growing sport in Malaysia. It requires agility,
focus and flexibility in three of its main categories; Foil, Epee and Sabre. Luckily, I have
had the opportunity to interview one of our fellow Aspirants from Year 11, Goh Wen
Hao. He is a foil fencer who not long ago competed in the Asian Junior & Cadet
Fencing 2022 that took place in Tashkent. 

Wen Hao and his team made it to the semi-finals where they lost to Hong Kong, thus
sharing third place with Kuwait. Another of his big achievements include his third-
place rank in Malaysia for the Men’s Foil Cadet Fencing.  

‘Due to the pandemic, we didn't get the opportunity to fence in the
international circuit. After a long time, we were given a chance to do so in
this competition and it was refreshing. I have learned a lot during this trip
and it has exposed me to many other great competitors from other
countries. Although the competition was tough and I didn't get the best
result, It gave me newfound confidence as I can now see a path to tackling
down challenges faced in the next competition.’

When asked about how his passion for fencing began, Wen Hao said, ‘When I was
younger I had an interest in sword-fighting and it mostly came from Star
Wars and samurai movies.’

In the future, Wen Hao plans to continue until he ‘reaches his limits’. We wish him the
best for his future tournaments and hopefully, he can be an inspiration to us
Aspirants to work hard in achieving our goals. So, to all of you interested in pursuing
fencing, En Garde- Pret - Allez!
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The Year 8 musical showcase is finally here to showcase the musical talents of our Year 8’s! This
exciting showcase would be held on the 29th of March for the class Affection and on the 30th
of March for class Strength. However, the musical showcase would be pre-recorded due to
Covid 19. Sadly only the Year 8’s and teachers are invited. Though please still cheer the Year 8’s
on! Moving on, what is a musical showcase? A musical showcase is an event or program set up
by people to let the participant portray their talent in music. I have interviewed Ms Carmen
about why she has set up a musical showcase for the students. 

The musical showcase was set up with the purpose to build the courage of students
and encouraging cooperation amongst the students. Although due to Covid we were
forced to host a pre-recorded musical showcase. In the future, we hope that Covid
ends so we will be able to host a live musical showcase! -Miss Carmen, Music teacher

We then interviewed some students in both the Year 8 classes about how they feel about the
upcoming pre-recorded musical showcase. 

I've been practicing a lot for the showcase. It makes me pretty nervous since I've
never performed in front of people before. However, I think that it can be pretty
beneficial and good practice as it might help build confidence in the future.
-Chloe Y8A

Personally I feel like the music showcase will be a splendid experience. As I am
definitely looking forward to it! -Hayden Y8A

On the topic of the music, I am actually quite pumped for it, as the experience is not
only thrilling for both me and my class as we are not given the privilege of having
regular performances inside the auditorium. I must say it is highly likely to be a fun
time to play music together with friends and put on a show, and then watch other
classmates do the same. Personally, I see this coming together amazingly and am
looking forward to watching my friends performances soon. - MarissaY8S
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 Year 8 Affection's community service was to donate the needed items. It all began on December 14th,
which was also the day of their first meeting and task delegation. Year 8 Affection submitted an email to
Trinity's Children's Home shortly after, but it was refused. But that wasn't the end of it. The students in YR
8 Affection still continued to brainstorm, discuss, and conduct meetings. Furthermore, the students in YR
8 Affection began bringing in the items to school from the 9th to the 11th of February. Finally, on
February 12th, they were delivered to the Trinity’s Children’s Home. 

I have interviewed the homeroom teacher and students of Year 8 Affection, regarding their experience at
the community service.

‘Reaching out to the community has always been something close to my heart. Seeing students from Y8
Affection coordinate and execute the plan at such a young age has definitely taught me something in
return. Their efforts were well-executed, from coordinating the necessary items to purchasing them and
packing them. I felt really proud of them!’
-Ms. Suveera, Homeroom teacher of Year 8 Affection

‘At first it was chaotic, but with the help of our homeroom teacher, Ms. Suveera, things quickly went back
on track. Initially, we were deciding on donating clothes and books but we didn’t because orphanages
kept rejecting us, and it kept changing, so we ended up donating food. But overall, I was quite relieved
since I rarely donate food to orphanages.’
-Elvyna, Year 8 Affection

‘My class, Year 8 Affection, wanted to help children who were in need of things like clothes and food.
Fortunately, we found a shelter home that was perfect for us to do this activity as a class. We bought and
sent them the goods, and the whole procedure of this community service went quite smoothly.
Everybody contributed and we were happy with our outcome. Though all of us didn't go together to the
home, I am grateful that we were able to make a slight difference to these children.
-Lashaeya, Year 8 Affection

‘Our class goal is to deliver food to the Children Shelter Home. It was hard being the leader because I
had to manage problems and do many discussions like plans for when we should deliver the food. In the
end, it was a great outcome. I felt proud that I succeeded in delivering the food to the Children's Home
and I couldn't have done it without Ms Thong, Ms Suveera and all of my classmates.’
-Shyh Kheng, Year 8 Affection

We are thankful to all the Year 8 Affection students and teachers for completing this community
service. Congratulations!
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JIAK HONG WITH JIA HONGJIAK HONG WITH JIA HONG

.Greetings and welcome to Evan’s Book Review. I'm 
Evan, and here is my book review. Today, I’ll be 
reviewing Jiak Hong With Jia Hong, by Malaysian 
author Jia Hong Tan. 

Jiak Hong with Jia Hong is a non-fiction travel book 
written by Jia Hong Tan, a Chinese Malaysian 
documenting his journey traveling around the world 
from 2012 to 2013. The title is inspired by Jia Hong's 
name. Even though Jia Hong is the Mandarin 
pronunciation, him being Hokkien meant that the 
characters for his name are pronounced as “Jiak 
Hong” and meant “eat air”, or in other meanings, to 
travel. This was surprisingly a prominent reason why 
he chose to embark on his two-year global journey.

Jiak Hong with Jia Hong is an account and memoir of 
his two years’ worth of experiences and discoveries 
while traveling the world. Incorporated are his 
sometimes random yet relatable thoughts, ideas, 
and facts that he found interesting before, during, 
and after his travels around the globe. This book 
details his 2-year long, tight-budget journey divided 
into three distinct parts, Eurasia, the Americas, and 
Africa.

Countries he visited during his travels include but 
are not limited to China, Japan, Europe, Asia, 
California, South America, and Africa. He even 
documented his entry and albeit short experience 
inside North Korea, when Malaysians were allowed 
to enter the country. 

What I like most about Jiak Hong with Jia Hong is its 
overall structure and distinct style of writing. The 
book is structured in 25 Chapters, as well as a 
picture gallery, glossary, 

notes and references, and an index. Each chapter 
contains a medium-length (usually 5-10 paragraphs) 
titled topical accounts of his experiences and other 
bits of relevant information. 

These short titled stories are what makes this book 
easy to read and keep things engaging. What 
enhances this is the writing. Jia Hong’s writing is 
witty, informative, detailed, and interestingly 
engaging to read. 

What I appreciated most about this book, specifically 
about its author, Jia Hong Tan, was his beginning, 
reasons, desire, and courage to embark on this 
journey. He studied and graduated from a 
prestigious UK university with a degree in physics, as 
well as securing a high paying career in the financial 
sector. Jia Hong appears to be set for life. Despite 
that, he always longed to travel, explore a deeper 
global perspective, and step 

outside his comfort zone. After a few years of 
working, he finally considered that option, deciding 
that pursuing his childhood dream now while he was 
still a relatively young adult rather than putting it off 
later would be for the best.

In conclusion, I would highly recommend Jiak Hong 
with Jia Hong, especially to teens and adults who 
love travel and those with the curiosity to deepen 
their perspectives about the world. 

Thank you for reading, and I’ll see you in the next 
book review. 



In collaboration with INTI, our school recently organized a motivational and 
enriching talk to help students prepare mentally for academic challenges lying 
ahead. Students in years 9-11 were encouraged to join this online session which 
was held on the 27th of February through the platform 'Microsoft Teams'.

During the helpful session, two guest speakers were invited to offer their 
knowledge and guidance to pupils on how they can set targets that are clear and 
reachable by introducing the SMART scheme. This acronym, of course, stands for 
the following words: specific, measurable, achievable, relevant, and trackable. 
Moreover, one of the speakers gave some general tips on goal setting; she 
encouraged students to minimize distractions and get organized. She even 
introduced some useful apps, such as 'Forest' and 'Evernote' to get students 
motivated and be consistent with their goals.

Other than that mentioned above, the speakers discussed stress management 
aimed at supporting students to overcome common fears and anxiety centered 
around examinations, failure, and the hard pressures put on young people to 
succeed. Furthermore, students learned how to discover their strengths and utilize 
them effectively, as well as how to uncover weaknesses to turn them to their 
advantage.

Here are a student’s thoughts and comments who had gone to the inspirational 
talk.

“I think this INTI motivational talk has helped me understand how to 
prepare for the future. Also, I learned what I need to do, in order to get 
into a university, and helped me understand how to revise better. My 
personal experience was fine. I understood what was being said and the 
hosts were expressive and good at their speeches.” -Y10 Colin
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