
SPIRANT

 
JUNE 2022

 

"The newsletter of the students,

by the students, for the students"

AISS'S OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER

ATHE 

end of year- a time to reflect, book &
toy drive, AISS graduation day



What did I learn about myself this year?
What challenged me this year? How did I grow through those challenges?
What am I proud of this year?
If I could talk to myself at the beginning of this year what would I say to myself?
What important lessons do I want to take with me as I move to the next academic year?

 End of year — a time to reflect

The end of the school year brings with it many emotions. Many are happy thoughts - holiday thoughts and a
sense of accomplishment. What often gets overlooked is that this should also be a time of review, reflection,
as well as celebration. To me, this is a time to reflect. The end of any academic year is always a good time for
reflection, but the end of this year brings much more than that. There has never been a year like this one.
We have all been through so much over the past few years and it appears we may finally have turned a
corner and are headed towards brighter, more normal, days ahead.

I would like to encourage all students to be more intentional at this time about creating opportunities for
reflection. Questions to get your reflection process started may include the following:

Take a little time to think about your successes and areas that didn’t work out so well. Taking the time to
pause creates an opportunity to press the reset switch in our minds, to be more aware, to more fully
acknowledge the moments, thoughts, and emotions that are an important part of the end of the school
year. This is also time to gather feedback from your friends, teachers and parents.

Take the time to celebrate your own successes. I recommend writing a note to yourself listing some of the
great moments of the school year that stood out; your top ten successes of the school year; and some of
the challenges that yielded success. Then, before the start of the next school year, read the note and
remind yourself of the accomplishments. We move forward not by only looking to the future, but by learning
from the past.

We tend to be negative when we reflect, we focus too much on what went wrong instead of considering
what went right. I suggest starting from a positive place by focusing on your strengths without leaving out
the weaknesses. Ensure you ask what went well and why and apply them to the places where you need to
grow. Instead of selecting many things that you can improve on, just pick one or two, and think about ways
you can tackle them. Set some goals based on where looking back meets moving forward. What are some of
the things that you will try next year that will push you out of your comfort zone? Not only would it be
powerful to find those challenges yourself, but share how you are promoting your growth with friends and
teachers.
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Tips for new students 

Hello everyone! We are Jia Wei and Declan, members of the student council. This article is dedicated
to the new students that have joined us in this wonderful school! Here are some tips for you during
your time with us here in AISS. 

First of all, students here are encouraged to be open-minded. Questions are encouraged and if you
have any problems or situations that you need help with, you’re always welcome to go to your
homeroom teacher or any other teacher that you prefer. All the teachers here in AISS are very
friendly and helpful, they can assist you whenever you are in need of help. 

Secondly, students are also encouraged to mix around with other students and make friends with
an appropriate boundary. Students are not allowed to fight with each other or say vulgar words
either. There will be buddies assigned to those who are new, to show you around and basically be a
friend who you could approach and talk to if you have any questions. 

AISS also has a library that is currently filled with more reference books than just story books. We
also have a librarian society, which you could join just by emailing the school, and is led by Ms.
Qysha. The library is free to use for any studying purposes such as studying, completing
homeworks, tutoring sessions etc. 

AISS also has many other variations of societies such as the Student Council, Newsletter, Librarian
and Performing Arts Society. Anyone who is interested in these societies and want to help
contribute to the school is free to join their preferred society.

We hope that you enjoy your time with us in this school. Thank you for reading and enjoy the rest of
your day. 
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The AISS Graduation for the Year 11’s had just passed. Congratulations to those who had graduated
from our school and hoped you enjoyed your time here with us in AISS! The Graduation Day took
place at the school compound, on the 18th of June. 

Students and parents were all gathered together on graduation day. There were several amazing
performances carried out by the students, such as singing, guitar and many more! There was also a
meaningful talk from Mr Oon, our school chairman, as well as Ms. Frauline, our principle. 
  
Graduation is a really big day for the graduates. It shows that after all the time and energy you spent
on studying, you’re finally able to celebrate your achievement. This experience allows you to feel
proud when you put on your graduation cap and coat, with the certificate of your achievement–
surrounded by your friends and families to celebrate! 

Some might feel nervous about graduating from school. Some might feel excited and relieved of
achieving their goals. It really is a proud and big moment of life! 

 Here I’ve interviewed a graduate from AISS about their feelings on graduating: 

“I definitely feel relieved that I've officially completed my highschool education; however, I also feel
somewhat sad that I'm not able to spend any more time with my teachers and friends in school.” -
Claire, graduate 

Once again, I want to congratulate those who had recently graduated from AISS! Thank you for
reading and have a great day ahead! 
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The book and toy drive was hosted by Dylan with the Toy Library organisation.The purpose
of hosting this book and toy drive was to benefit unprivileged children, such as, providing
them with toys and items to play with.You can donate the items at an area near the
common area. The box is rather distinguishable so it is highly recommended to give it a look.
Besides that, it is appreciated that the students encourage their friends and family to
practice the act of donating some of their unwanted children's books and toys.

There are many benefits with donating, such as helping the poorer side of the community,
which are the unprivileged children without these items. So, donating these items could
bring them joy and a sense of comfort that there are people out there willing to donate to
them.

In addition, we interviewed a student, Dylan, who hosted the toy drive and this was his
response to our questions!

“I hosted this toy and book drive because many children have toys that they do not want to
use and play with anymore. Instead of throwing the toys and books or just leaving them
there, you might as well donate it to someone that needs it.”

“What was your main idea for hosting it?"

“I want to help to channel toys and books from a person that does not need it anymore to
someone that really needs it. Also, 8 in 10 people in poorer communities cannot afford to
buy toys and books, and I want to help these people to have toys and books.”
- Dylan, Year 7 Strength
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 On the 21st of May, 2022, 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m., Aspiration International Secondary School held
a Mini Carnival and Open Day. The carnival was held in the school itself, and everyone was
welcomed, even outsiders and parents. There were a number of various activities during the
carnival, some of which required us to test our luck, such as the lucky draw, and others which
included eating exquisite, mouth-watering delicacies prepared by the students and parents .
Additionally, the school's earnings were donated to the featured charitable organisation, Under
One Woof, which is a shelter for our cherished animal companions. As a result, I interviewed
some students as well as contest winners about their impressions of the carnival.

“It was unexpectedly fun even though I did not partake in any activities. I was really focused on
public speaking at the time as I was assigned to give a talk.”
-Chelsea, Year 8 Strength 

“It was a pretty enjoyable time. The carnival helped me develop some of my skills as I had to give
a talk. It was stressful, but in the end, I found it fun.”
-Hayden, Year 8 Affection

“The carnival was very fun, especially the games. It was a nice getaway from studies, and it
helped me to de-stress from all the homework given. Although planning for the carnival was not
easy, the outcome was very satisfying. I certainly would want another carnival in the future!”
-Dylan, Year 7 Strength

Thank you everyone on their honest review of the carnival. Last but not least, the school has also
held a noticeboard decoration contest, where all the amazing, talented, classes participated. All
the classes did a fantastic job at designing their classroom board, some of them even decorated
it with LED lights! It was indeed a beguiling sight. 
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Hello and welcome to my book review. I am Ryan and I will be reviewing the book “The Innocent Man” by the
bestselling author John Grisham.

The Innocent Man is a book that tells the story of Ron Williamson, an up and coming baseball player before he
was brought down by a murder charge. Ron Williamson was charged of the rape and murder of Debbie Carter,
a local cocktail waitress. There was only one problem, Ron Williamson was innocent. This brilliant book by John
Grisham highlights the injustices of the justice system all across the USA. 

Ron was sentenced to execution for the murder of Debbie Carter before being exonerated 11 years after
being imprisoned. Ron was not exactly right in the head throughout his whole life and was often high. Because
of this, the police found it suitable to pin the rape and murder of Debbie Carter even though they did not have
sufficient evidence to prove that Ron was responsible for her rape and murder. This story is so gruesome that
none of it seems conceivable. Yet, all of it is true. 

This book is brilliant because extensive research has been done by its author. This allowed the book to have
been written in amazing detail and explain in great detail what Ron had gone through since his childhood and
youth. Grisham, in great detail, explains and shows readers the incompetence of the investigation and the
justice system as a whole. This book had enlightened millions to the tragedy that occured back in 1984. There
was also a Netflix documentary made that was inspired by this book. However, the standards of both were not
even close. The book was, by far, much better.

I personally enjoyed this book because of the research done and how accurate this story is in relation to the
event that actually took place. This book even gives you information that is extremely difficult or impossible to
find online as Grisham has gone to personally interview people involved in this enthralling and harrowing tale
in the writing of this book.

I would recommend this book to people who enjoy the “legal thriller” genre as this fits perfectly into the
category. People who wish to learn more about the issues and problems of the American justice system might
also be interested to pick this book up as it gives considerable insights towards the injustices faced by people
every single day. 

Thank you for reading my book review and have a good day.
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On June 11th, students from Year 7 hosted a blood drive at our school, AISS, and
everyone above the age of 17 was invited to this charitable event. Moreover, the
event was opened to the public, so participants were free to encourage their
friends, family, and relatives to join the drive. 

After receiving everyone’s blood supply, the donations were collected and sent to
Malaysia’s blood bank. Blood is highly essential to help patients survive surgeries,
cancer treatment, and traumatic injuries. Therefore, this life-saving action must be
constantly done to ensure that blood will always be available whenever and
wherever it is needed.

Sadly, during the COVID-19 pandemic, blood supply in hospitals dropped by 60%,
leaving donees in a desperate condition as they suffered from a lack of aid, despite
the efforts made to restock the shelves as fast as possible. This period of time
especially highlighted the vitality of the precious red liquid and the importance of
donating it to those in need. Indeed, just donating one blood bag’s worth of it can
save up to three lives, or even more. 

The blood drive organised by our school started from 9:00 a.m. and lasted until
3:00 p.m.; during these hours, we were grateful to see kind, selfless people
generously donating their blood in an attempt to lend a helping hand to those in
need. The event was a success, and we hope that everyone’s efforts were able to
make a real and positive difference in the world. 
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